ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

TO BE HELD AT 

THE MAYTIME, ASTHAL
WEDNSDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 2017 AT 7.30pm

MINUTES
Present: Lynne Hughson Vice Chairman (LH), Edward Walker (EW), Christopher Allen (CA) and Rita Gunn (Clerk)
1. MINUTES

The minutes of the meetings of the Council on 16 May 2017 and 12 July 2017 were approved.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Hugo Codrington (HC), Nicholas Field Johnson (NFJ) and Alex Postan (AP)

Agenda item 11a was brought forward with the agreement of the Council

THAMES VALLEY POLICE

a) Speed limits through the villages. 

The council was grateful to PCSO Richard Conner for attending on behalf of Thames Valley Police.

In response to complaints from residents about speeding through Asthall Leigh, he recommended  that the Council request that the local PCSO Darryn Moulding be contacted to set up a speed check under the Community Speed Watch Scheme. (RG to contact.) He commented that assessment of speed can be subjective and suggested that we could contact WODC Safety program and request the installation of their radar system, across the road to count the number of speeding vehicles.

On the topic of a speed limit through Fordwells he stated that the Council would have to approach OCC Highways about the feasibility of a speed limit, since they are responsible for making the decision . (CA to contact)

The subject of parking around the Green in Asthal was also raised. The recommendation was that the Council contact OCC Highways to repaint the junction road markings. With these in place it would be possible to issue parking penalties for parking within 10m of a junction. (CA to contact OCC Highways)

Agenda item 10a) was brought forward with the agreement of the Council
LOCAL ISSUES – Pollution of the Windrush

The council were grateful to Ashley Smith and Peter Hammond for attending the meeting to brief on the problem.  They showed photographs showing the deterioration of the water quality in the Windrush over the past eight years. The problem arises since Thames Water is only required to effect two levels of treatment: filtration to remove particulate matter and agitation in ponds prior to discharge. There is no statutory requirement to effect the third level which removes certain chemicals. Given the increasing chemical content of domestic cleaning products, the pollution of rivers is increasing. This is compounded by a reduced flow rate as many organisations have permission to extract water from the river which reduces dilution of chemicals. In addition to the Windrush action group, there are similar groups working to improve the quality on the Evenlode and the Kennet. Robert Court, our local MP has been briefed on the problem and has written to the relevant Minister. The Council asked Mr Smith for a draft letter which the Council could also send to the Minister and expressed their willingness to write to any other organisations eg Thames Water, DEFRA, Environment Agency which were felt appropriate.
A final point was the release of raw sewage in the event of a storm. There is no requirement for Thames water to notify the public or keep records of when such releases are made. It was felt that at the very least the public should be notified of release.
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There was nothing to declare.
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) Parking in Asthal. The Avenue is much improved. OCC have levelled the surface and laid aggregate but the edges adjacent to the road are still uneven. They require a different type of aggregate but CA was assured that this was in hand. This has not totally solved the parking problem. It was felt that it would be useful to ask someone from Highways to attend the next meeting to discuss both speed limits and parking. (CA to contact them)
b) Allotments and Land Registry. LH and RG met and looked through the documentation previously assembled. LH tried to contact Simon Escrit who said he would ring back in two weeks. (LH to follow up). It was noted that most of the allotments at Asthall Leigh are now unused. Given their position they are difficult to let to non-villagers as there is no parking available and they are on quite a steep slope. It was suggested that the land might be more usefully used for some other community activity eg a community orchard.
c) Notice Boards. An invoice has been received for £490 +VAT whilst the original quote was for £350 +VAT. The members asked that this be queried. (PK to follow up)  
d) Bench for Field Assarts. PK has been working on this. It was felt that for good practice there should be at least two quotations.
e) Procedures for use of defibrillators in Worsham. When JSP is closed it was agreed that the defibrillator at Asthal Leigh should be used. A letter accepting the procedures suggested by JSP with the exception of closure as noted above has been sent. We await a reply together with the relevant contact telephone numbers and the dates of annual closure. 
CA reported that the defibrillator in Asthal had been used and replacement pads had been supplied by the Ambulance Service. 

It was agreed that CA should request a replacement ‘kit’ – scissors etc which would be held as a replacement for either of the defibrillators as required. 

It was suggested that there should be a standard agenda item to note the remaining life expectancy of the batteries to ensure that they are replaced in a timely manner when their 5 year life expires. This would also facilitate budgeting for the expenditure.
f) Post box in Asthall Leigh. A Victorian postbox is now in place and in use.
5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

To adjourn the meeting to enable any members of the public who are present to ask questions of the Council in accordance with Standing Order no. 10. There was none.
6. PLANNING MATTERS
a) 17/00249/HHD  Grooms Cottage Asthal.  Erection of two storey and single storey rear extensions together with new entrance porches and rooflights.  Approved
b) 17/01055/HHD  The Hirsell, Field Assarts. Construction of an Oak Framed Garage With Office / Storage Above.  Approved
c) 17/01301/FUL  Land South Of The Old Pen Cottage, Field Assarts Change of use of land from agricultural to equestrian use.  Approved
d) 17/01277/HHD  1 Swan Cottages, Asthall Leigh Erection of an annexe (Retrospective)  Approved
e) 17/01254/HHD  Pinnocks Farm, Asthall Leigh. Erection of a detached timber garden room/office. Approved
f) 17/02955/CND 1 Swan Cottages Asthall Leigh. Discharge of conditions 4 and 5 of planning application 17/01277/FUL. Under consideration
These conditions refer to landscaping and screening from neighbouring properties which the owners believe they have satisfied
7. HIGHWAYS

a) National Highways Survey: We need to know if this should be completed with respect to the Parish  or more generally.( RG to seek advice)
8. FINANCE
a) Conclusion of Audit. The statement of conclusion of audit has been received from BDO. As expected it was a qualified audit because the accounts published on the web site had not been internally audited at that point. The timings and processes involved are now understood to ensure it does not happen again.
The internal auditor also sent a report pointing out the acceptable book keeping methods to reconcile unpresented cheques. Several large payments were made, chiefly for the defibrillators, which had not been cleared by the end of the financial year. Similarly invoices for the allotments were raised late in the financial year and payment cheques were not cleared resulting in an apparent outstanding debt. 

RG reported that OALC were operating a drop in information session for the new Transparency Code which should shed light on how the new audit process will function
b) To approve payment to Minster Joinery  of £588.00. As noted earlier the payment was queried
9. 
CHANGE TO STANDING ORDERS

As moved at the Meeting in May, it was agreed that a change should be made to the Standing Orders. It was proposed that article 21 Voting on Appointments should be amended such that existing paragraph 21 becomes 21(b) and the following inserted:
21 a) The Chairman shall be elected annually, as required by statute, but may not be re-elected for more than three consecutive terms in total. This does not preclude the possibility of such a councillor being elected to the chair again in future years.
10
LOCAL ISSUES

a) Pollution of the Windrush: Dealt with earlier

b) Asthal payphone. The state of the payphone is an ongoing issue. As it is listed and in a conservation area we cannot adopt it for £1 however because it is listed it will be painted
c) Neighbourhood plan: LH and CA met with Astrid Harvey, kindly arranged by AP. It was a very worthwhile exercise and the council has received the relevant maps but not the demographics. It was Astrid’s feeling that the parish is too small and has sufficient protection in place as an Area of Outstanding Beauty to warrant a neighbourhood plan. She was very helpful and is a useful contact for future reference. LH will request the demographics.
d) Community Emergency Plans. As last year, the Chairman’s and Clerk’s contact details will be given  and the assembly point will be given as the Memorial Hall, by permission of the Trustees.

11.
THAMES VALLEY POLICE
a) Speed limits through the villages. Minuted earlier
12.
RAF Brize Norton

Nothing to report
13.
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (OCC)
Nothing to report
14.
WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (WODC)
Nothing to report
15.
INFORMATION AVAILABLE

a) Cotswold Conservation Board Magazine
b) Clerks Councils direct
16.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
a) Our insurers Aon will no longer offer insurance to Parish Councils. BHIB are to take over their clients and are the preferred supplier of NALC
b) CA raised the question of the three trees on the Green at Asthal, one of which appears to be dying. It was agreed to invite the tree specialist who looked at the Avenue to inspect them. It was noted that if they needed felling. permission would need to be obtained from WODC. 

It was also noted that the Green was being eroded by traffic and it would be better if it were protected by kerbstones. Another question for OCC Highways. 
17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 7h November 2017 at 7.30pm in The Maytime
