 ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD AT 

THE ASTHALL LEIGH MEMORIAL HALL
TUESDAY 6 NOVEMBER 2018 AT 7.30pm

MINUTES 
Present: Lynne Hughson  Chairman (LH), Christopher Allen Vice Chairman (CA), Edward Walker (EW), Toby Train (TT), Sue Wingfield Digby (SWD) 
7.
HIGHWAYS


This item was brought forward with full agreement of the Council since Mike Wasley (OCC) was in attendance.

a)
Speeding through villages; Mike Wasley (OCC) was advised that in line with recommendation the Council had commissioned a speed survey. This had showed low level speeding in Asthall Leigh, no speeding of note in Fordwells and significant speeding in Field Assarts. When asked about traffic calming schemes MW pointed out that such schemes were very expensive and required street lighting to be present. Solar powered flashing signs were an option but cost in the region of £4.5k. His recommendation was the Speed Watch scheme whereby volunteers were trained (by the police) in the use of a speed gun and the data collected goes back to the police. Persistent offenders may then receive warning letters from the police. 
OCC are currently developing new speed aware signs which will be available shortly. Existing signs eg Children – slow should be checked for visibility (both dirt and overhanging foliage) and if damaged, reported to James Wright. 
A request was made that the Council write to the software company in Asthall Leigh requesting that employees be asked to respect the speed limit.
b)
Potholes. On going with Fix My Street. 
c)
Grips. These have now been cleared in Asthal. It was noted that the soil dug out could be spread to facilitate autumn hedge cutting. It was noted that the gullies in Asthal need clearing. Mike Wasley advised the use of Fix My Street
d)
Winter salt. This has been ordered together with a salt bin. The latter needs to be sited at the Fordwells/Field Assarts triangle. RG to liaise with Highways.

e)
The Avenue. James Wright made a site visit and noted that the rough edges need smoothing with use of the Dragon. He also noted that the white lining in Asthal was incomplete and would remedy.
Matters Arising

b) & c) Parking in Asthal and Asthal Green. This is an on going problem. Hikers often fill the Maytime carpark rather than use the Avenue. James Wright advised that the Green could be restored to its original size using conservation kerbs and bollards between the trees. The Parish Council would be required to pay for materials but not the time. An estimate has been requested. Gigaclear have reseeded the Green after their work. EW has the new tree to be planted and provided the bill for £37.50.

Issues at Worsham Turn were raised concerning the erosion of the road edge by large vehicles and the failure to clear ditches which resulted in water flooding the road. The resident was asked to detail the problems by email to the Clerk who would pass this, from the Council, to MW. (RG)
MW was thanked for his attendance and the council’s appreciation of the assistance of James Wright was also expressed.

1. MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council on 18 September 2018 were accepted and signed by the Chairman.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from NFJ, who was attending an OCC Meeting
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were none.
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) Highway matters (see item 7). See above
b) Parking in Asthal. See above
c) Asthal Green. See above
d) Allotments and Land Registry. The solicitors were working on registering the land. They estimate that the cost will be £750. LH has been in touch with Bladon PC and the Wychwood Project and is seeking advice with reference to creating a community orchard in Asthall Leigh. It is not an easy plot because of the significant slope but it would be good to make it a useful community space.
e) Notice Boards. The new board in Field Assarts is now in place.
f) Bench for Field Assarts. New quotes for a replacement bench in Field Assarts will be sought and emailed to Councillors for approval prior to ordering. (RG)
g) Pollution of Windrush. The Council were pleased that WODC would require new developments to install fat traps but were keen that pressure should be maintained on Thames Water to move to Level 3 treatment. The WODC meeting appears to have been positive but LH will contact them  to determine their next steps. In addition LH will contact Robert Courts to ascertain the outcomes of his question to Michael Gove.
h) River at Asthal. CA reported that the culverts were clear and the river seemed fine but he was concerned about the Leat. It was agreed that CA would contact WODC flood prevention staff to establish any measures which need to be taken. 
i) Photographs of Asthal. These are currently with a friend of the Betteridges and will be passed to the Council on their return. It was hoped they could be used in a display at a meeting in May.
j) Fordwells trough. A stone mason approached by Vaughan Lewis stated that repair would be expensive. He has therefore recommended that the trough be drained and repointed with appropriate material, in the first instance.
5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Concern was expressed about the failure to cut back hedges, which are now encroaching on to the roads and obscuring visibility on corners. It  was agreed to use Fix My Street in the first instance.
6. PLANNING MATTERS
a)
18/02353/HHD The Paddock, Asthall Leigh. Alterations and erection of two storey extension. Approved
b)
18/01959/HHD and 18/01960/LBC Downham Cottage, Asthal. Internal alterations and increase height of roof to north west elevation. Under consideration
c)
18/02473/HHD Fairview, Field Assarts. Renovation of property including demolition of existing garage and construction of single and two storey front extensions, first floor side extension and erection of two storey rear extensions. Provision of glass canopy over new front entrance and alterations to existing vehicular access. Under consideration
d)
18/02747/HHD. The Hirsell, Field Assarts. Alterations and extensions to dwelling including raising of roof. Under consideration 
This has caused some concerns amongst neighbours that the site should not be used for business purposes or for more than one dwelling. WODC have confirmed that a previous application for an oak framed annex has been superceded by the current application. A request has been made to WODC to ensure an approved schedule of building materials, in keeping with surrounding buildings. 
e)
18/00035/APPEAL. 1 Swan Cottages, Asthall Leigh. In progress.

8.
FINANCE
a) The updated Forecast for 2018/9 was discussed. It was noted that the cost of the salt bin and the solicitors fees needed to be included. It was also noted that the materials for Asthal Green were not yet known and would need to be included. This made it difficult to determine the precept for 2019/20. It was agreed that CA would contact James Wright for an estimate and the precept could then be determined.  It is always the Council policy to keep the precept as low as possible and not all the costs would necessarily be added to the precept. RG to update the forecast when figures are known and recommend a precept, by email.
9.
THAMES VALLEY POLICE
Nothing to report
10.
RAF Brize Norton


Nothing to report. RG to check lines of communication with PK and also notification of night flying with Brize Norton.
11.
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (OCC)

Report supplied by NFJ

IN ALL TYPES OF WEATHER OCC CREWS ARE OUT REPAIRING THE ROADS
Earlier this year OCC put an extra £10m into fixing the roads – effectively doubling the amount of money invested in repairs – and crews are out and about every day in all types of weather doing the job. Their work has already resulted in £1.6m worth of surface dressing with around 33km of roads being surfaced. Work is also under way on a £700,000 programme of surfacing sealing projects around the county. As well as the extra cash which is going into some larger projects, the county council has also increased the amount of relatively small-scale work it does to put right local roads that are suffering from potholes, cracks and worn out tarmac. The number of completed defect repairs between January and September this year is 35,127.
SALTING, GRITTING AND SNOW CLEARANCE

OCC is committed to keeping the network of major roads free from ice to minimise the risk of accidents and ensure the smooth flow of traffic. Precautionary salting (sometimes called 'gritting') helps achieve this aim. OCC usually salts between 2 November and 5 April. Live updates can be found here: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/street-maintenance-z/salting-and-snow-clearance Details about how community groups can request salt bins can be found here: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/street-maintenance-z/salt-and-grit-bins
COUNCIL TO INVEST IN TECHNOLOGY TO IMPROVE & REDUCE RUNNING COSTS
Plans to completely overhaul the county council were given the go-ahead by the county council’s Cabinet on 16 October. They agreed a major investment in digital technology to improve customer service and reduce council running costs. The redesigned council will enable residents to report faults or book appointments online, freeing up staff time to help to service users who cannot go online or have complex care needs. Staff will be given the tools they need to do a better job and spend more time on delivering services to residents. Outdated ICT systems make it hard to join up services and will be replaced, with admin tasks automated to save money and make the council run more smoothly. The changes will support the county council’s long-term vision of ‘thriving communities for everyone in Oxfordshire’. 
OCC TRADING STANDARDS & POLICE CONDUCT OPERATION ROGUE TRADER 
Rogue traders and aggressive doorstep sellers were targeted during October by OCC Trading Standards as part of ongoing work to protect residents and business people. Working in collaboration with Thames Valley Police, Operation Rogue Trader aims to stop rogue business practices and raise awareness of the dangers linked to hiring cold-callers. Fourteen Trading Standards staff and around 30 police travelled around the county when 67 traders were approached and checked; ten warning letters were issued; five waste offenders were fined by district councils; and an overloaded vehicle was investigated along with seven doorstep crime offences and two police offences. In Henley four traders were checked; three warning letters were issued to traders for not providing ‘cancellation rights’ to residents; and there were three offences for carrying waste without a licence. In Witney 11 traders were checked; and two warning letters issued to traders for not providing ‘cancellation rights’ to residents. Those who suspect someone of being a rogue trader, or find themselves accosted by uninvited doorstep sellers should contact the Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline on 03454 040506.

BOOST FOR A ‘FULL FIBRE’ FUTURE IN OXFORDSHIRE
Hundreds of businesses and homes across Oxfordshire are set to benefit from faster internet connections, following the launch of the UK Government’s nationwide Gigabit Broadband Voucher Scheme (GBVS). The £67m investment is in addition to the £200m allocated to the Local Full Fibre Networks (LFFN) programme, and will provide future-proof full fibre connections for businesses and the residential communities around them. It follows a successful pilot scheme launched in four areas around the country late last year, which has already seen nearly 1,000 vouchers used up to date. ThinkBroadband statistics show that 8% of homes and businesses in Oxfordshire already have a full fibre internet connection. Superfast broadband reaches almost 97% of premises, and even-quicker ultrafast broadband covers 51.3% of the county. The vouchers, worth up to £3,000 for a SME and £500 for a resident, provide a one-off contribution to subsidise the installation cost of gigabit-capable infrastructure. In addition to providing a boost to the 95% of the UK that can already get superfast speeds (24Mbps or faster), the vouchers could also help those not yet able to do so, helping to narrow the diminishing digital divide even further. The scheme launched at the end of March 2018 and will run until March 2021 or until all available funding has been allocated. For more information visit https://gigabitvoucher.culture.gov.uk/.

CARERS CAN SHOW BADGE FOR A FREE JAB
Flu season is coming and the army of front line carers across Oxfordshire are being urged to make having a free jab a key priority. More than 8,500 staff employed in residential care, nursing homes or with registered domiciliary care providers, who are directly involved in the care of vulnerable people, are entitled to a free flu jab. Being immunised not only reduces the chances of carers themselves and their families becoming unwell, it also means that the health of the most vulnerable people in Oxfordshire’s communities is not compromised. The flu is not the same as getting a cold. It can seriously affect an individual’s health and the risks of developing complications are greater for people within the ‘at-risk’ groups – for example the over 65s and those with medical conditions like heart, lung and kidney diseases, diabetes, asthma and multiple sclerosis. Healthy individuals usually recover within two to seven days, but for some influenza can lead to a stay in hospital, permanent disability or even death. All workers across the NHS will get flu jabs – meaning the immunisation of the whole health and social care workforce will make the system more resilient. As well as workers in social care settings, anyone who receives a carers allowance, or is the main carer for an elderly or disabled person, is eligible for a free vaccination; all they have to do is present their ID badge to a pharmacist or GP surgery.

RESPONSE TO ANNOUNCEMENT ON THE OXFORD-CAMBRIDGE EXPRESSWAY 
OCC welcomes the announcement of a preferred Corridor for part of the Oxford-Cambridge Expressway as it offers a degree of clarity on where the final scheme would go, but is very disappointed that access to the M40 through Oxfordshire is still unclear. Highways England, who are leading on this national project, have identified Corridor B as their proposal, the central corridor from the three broad corridors being considered. However, there is still no indication on which of the sub-options around Oxford would be taken forward. OCC will now carefully study the Corridor put forward, including the justification and technical detail which has led to this choice, and how it would affect already stretched roads, such as the A34 and interface with other schemes including East West Rail. OCC has set three tests to assess the decision-making process for that corridor and, eventually, the final route choice:

· Impact on the A34: it should provide relief to congestion on the A34 and function as a separate strategic route, allowing the A34 around Oxford to work better for local traffic

· Pressure on existing roads: It should not increase pressure on overstretched roads

· Conflation with other schemes: It should be developed separately but alongside other local schemes, to ensure the highway network works for Oxfordshire overall

Invariably, a project of this magnitude and ambition will have an impact, which OCC will need to ensure is mitigated. OCC will seek clarity on how the corridor choice is developed so that a decision can be made on the best route for the scheme.

12.
WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (WODC)
Nothing to report
13.
INFORMATION AVAILABLE



Nothing to report
14.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None
15.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 12th February at Asthall leigh Memorial Hall
