
ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD AT 

ASTHALL LEIGH MEMORIAL HALL
 TUESDAY 25 FEBRUARY 2020 AT 7.30pm

MINUTES 
Present: Lynne Hughson Chairman (LH), Christopher Allen Vice Chairman (CA), Edward Walker (EW), Sue Wingfield Digby (SWD), Nicholas Field-Johnson (NFJ), Alex Postan (AP) and Rita Gunn Clerk (RG)
1) MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council on 19 November 2019 were approved and signed.
2) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from TT
3) DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were none
4) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) Asthal Triangle

The invoice for the work has been received as has a grant of £1000 from OCC. The Council expressed its thanks to NFJ for the grant. The work is felt to be a success although large vehicles do mount the kerb but aggregate placed below the topsoil has prevented it sinking. There is still a parking problem which needs further work.
b) Asthal Bridge. 

Robin Calver was unable to attend the meeting. NFJ confirmed that the bridge work is on the agenda but no funds have been allocated for 2023/24. He suggested contacting OCC annually to check on progress. AP suggested contacting Liam Walker to check if there is any 106 money, for example form the Worsham Quarry development, which has not been allocated elsewhere. Action RG

c) Allotments and Land Registry. 
ALMH is planning to plant trees on the land recently acquired. LH felt that the Council should go ahead with the Community Orchard scheme and suggested contacting Richard Murray about clearing the area. Action LH

d) Speeding through the villages.
LH agreed to look out speed signs for Field Assarts. Action LH
e) Notice Boards. 
It was agreed to approach Steve Tomalin to do essential work on the noticeboards in Asthall Leigh and Field Assarts, both are difficult/impossible to open and close. Action RG
f) Replacement bench
This is currently in the garage of TT. It was agreed to ask Steve Tomalin to remove the old bench and install the new one.

g) Pollution of the Windrush.
WASP, WODC and OCC continue to put pressure on Thames Water to stop discharging untreated sewage. NFJ felt that proper independent testing of the water needed to be undertaken to give definitive evidence.

h) Fordwells trough.
Awaiting dry weather to permit drainage and application of waterproof cement.
i) The Windmill. 
New management appears to be gradually opening the restaurant, hence the lights are on less.
j) Wychwood Grange
LH has been in contact with AP and Kim Smith of WODC pointing out the problems for Fordwells of 25-30 visitors, almost the same as the number of residents: traffic, noise, adequate sewage plant, hot tub chemicals and effect on adjoining land. The wild life survey for the latter has been sent to Kim Smith. It was agreed that LH would write to the licensing authority to check the need for a licence for the hot tub.
k) Winter Salt
All delivered.

5) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was none
6) PLANNING MATTERS
a) 18/03643/CM Disused Quarry Worsham Lane Asthall Leigh.  Importation, levelling and compacting of 10,470m3 of inert waste soils for the construction of 7 bunds (varying between 186m3 and 7,797m3) for use by Brize Norton Gun Club at Old Quarry in Worsham. Approved
b) 20/00180/CND Fairview, Field Assarts. Discharge of Condition 10 (Broadband), 11 (Surface Water Drainage) and 12 (Bat and Bird Boxes) of planning application 19/01252/FUL. Under consideration
7) HIGHWAYS

8) FINANCE
a) The following payments were approved:
1. OCC for Asthal Triangle

£3284.00



2. Clerk’s Salary



£915.20
3. HMRC




£228.80
4. Clerk’s Expenses


£98.20
5. Cotswold Conservation Board

£50

6. The Villager



£50

7. Action for Carers(Oxfordshire)

£45

8. Thames Valley & Chiltern

i. Air Ambulance Trust

£45

9. Volunteer Link-Up


£45

10. Citizens Advice Bureau


£45

11. OALC




£140.42

9) VE DAY CELEBRATIONS
ALMH is planning a weekend of celebrations with a film on Friday 8th May, evening party on Saturday 9th and Tea on Sunday.

10)  THAMES VALLEY POLICE
Nothing to report

11) 
RAF Brize Norton

CA attended a meeting on 20th November, and an Open Day in December. He was impressed by their efforts to liaise with the surrounding communities. The next meeting is in May and councillors were asked to pass any questions to CA

12) 
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (OCC)
NFJ confirmed that the budget had been passed unanimously. He reported that only 1400 potholes remain to be fixed but confirmed that the road edge was not covered.  He also reported that a new park and ride was scheduled to be introduced at Eynsham with a bus lane along the A40 to Oxford. The full report is below:

REPORT TO ASTHALL PARISH COUNCIL – February 2020

OCC REPORT - FROM CLLR NICHOLAS FIELD-JOHNSON 
County council budget offers Oxfordshire residents new investment in social services, schools and roads

Proposals for an “investment budget” to reduce neglect, ill-health and social isolation will be considered by councillors when Oxfordshire County Council sets its budget on Tuesday 11 February, following resident and business consultation. 

The proposals include community support for vulnerable people so they can live independently for longer, and more help for struggling families to reduce the chances of children having to go into care.

Funding for children and adult social services would increase by £30 million next year, including an extra £8.1 million from the government. This money is needed to support an increase in adult social care needs for both older and disabled people, as well as the increasing number of child protection cases, which has grown in line with national trends.

The budget proposals also include investment in infrastructure across the county, such as an extra £50 million for new and existing schools over ten years. Most of the funding comes from housing developers to meet the need for more pupil places in Oxfordshire.

The county council proposes to spend £30 million in 2020/21 from its capital budget on repairs to roads, bridges, drainage and footways across Oxfordshire’s towns and villages, with major schemes scheduled in Banbury, Abingdon and Witney.

New funding of £3 million per year is proposed to improve local road safety and accessibility, including new pedestrian crossings, improved junctions and better bus stop facilities. These measures are designed to encourage walking and cycling as part of the council’s commitment to improving air quality and active lifestyles.

Responding to climate change features prominently across budget proposals, including support for sustainable travel such as improving park and ride services on the A40, and the replacement of over 50,000 streetlights with energy-efficient LEDs. However all budget proposals have to consider the climate change agenda and how the county council will meet its carbon neutral target by 2030.
Go ahead for full business case for project to reduce congestion into and around Oxford

Oxfordshire County Council and Oxford City Council cabinets have approved plans to develop a detailed business case for a project to reduce congestion on routes into and around Oxford, improve air quality and reduce carbon emissions.

The aim of “Connecting Oxford” is to make a real improvement to journey times for commuters, other travellers and quality of life for residents and visitors, including improved air quality. 
This will be done by reducing the number of cars travelling into and around the city and encouraging more people to travel by buses, walking and cycling. The business plan was informed by a survey run in autumn 2019 on an outline of possible proposals. Over 3000 responses were received from residents, employers and other major city organisations including the NHS and universities.
The plans include:
· Three new bus gates at Worcester Street, Thames Street and St Cross Road/South Parks Road to reduce the number of motor vehicle trips which pass through the city centre

· In the eastern arc of Oxford, an area that covers north, east and south-east Oxford inside the ring road

· A Workplace Parking Levy (WPL) is proposed across the eastern arc, 

· Benefits to employers and staff include sustainable travel improvements and parking management; discounts on bus fares, park & ride buses and parking and discounts on bike purchases

Plans to go ahead with the steps included in the study will be open to further input by the public, business, employers and other city organisations to address concerns and technical details. This includes the creation of a ‘Connecting Oxford Partnership’, involving several employers within the proposed WPL zone, to help shape the proposals. 
Further public engagement work will be carried during the rest of 2020, with the next public consultation expected to take place in winter 2020/21.

Patients urged to help the NHS help them this winter
Winter is traditionally the busiest time of year for the NHS, and we are supporting our NHS partners to remind residents to only use Emergency Departments in Oxford and Banbury in an emergency.

A considerable effort has been made to promote a range of alternative options available for non-emergency situations to ensure residents receive the appropriate care needed and save an unnecessary trip to the Emergency Department. Advice to residents in Oxfordshire includes:

· Self-care is the best choice for minor illnesses and injuries – a range of common winter ailments can be treated at home with a well-stocked medicine cabinet. Having a winter plan – such as keeping stocked up on medicines, keeping your home warm, and looking out for neighbours – can also be beneficial.

· Local pharmacies can advise on conditions such as coughs, headaches, upset stomachs, and skin conditions, as well as advise on stopping coughs and colds from getting worse.

· NHS 111 has call handlers who can help you choose the right health services for your needs, as well as a website. NHS 111 can put you in touch with a clinician, a GP, book you an appointment at your nearest minor injuries unit.

· Minor injuries units can treat deep cuts, small burns, sprains, sports injuries, and infected wounds. To find out your nearest MIU please visit the Oxford Health website.

· Your local GP may offer extended opening hours into the evening or at the weekend.

· Only attend Emergency Departments when there is a genuine emergency, such as loss of consciousness, suspected heart attack or stroke, severe breathing difficulties, or severe bleeding that cannot be stopped.

Winter booklet offers advice to older people


Age UK Oxfordshire has joined forces with local partners to provide advice to older people on staying healthy and well during the winter.  The aim is to provide older people with health, well-being and lifestyle advice that supports them during the winter months – when they are susceptible to flu, coughs and colds.  
 
Age UK Oxfordshire is encouraging older people to create a personal winter plan. 

‘Staying Well This Winter’ is full of tips and advice on how to look after ourselves and others. This might include having a list of emergency phone numbers by your phone, getting repeat prescriptions in plenty of time or having a free flu vaccination if you are in an ‘at risk’ group. This useful booklet also includes a handy checklist of items you may need as part of your winter plan. 
 
The booklet is available via www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire. Alternatively, you can receive a printed copy by contacting Age UK Oxfordshire by phone on 01235 849 434 or email network@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk.  
13) 
WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (WODC)
The budget has been agreed and will be put to the full council on 26th February and is 2nd lowest council tax in the country. 

WODC has a new dedicated Climate change officer, tackling problems such as plastics and introducing tree planting as part of planning. The change to electric cars is to be encouraged by providing more charging points. After attempting to agree a common procurement policy with the four districts WODC has now opted for direct procurement. The waste disposal of the batteries now needs addressing.
14) 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE
Parish Survey forms were distributed to Councillors for completion for their village and then returned to RG for submission to WODC. Action All
15) 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
a) NFJ asked if Gigaclear was working well. Appears to be for those connected.
b) Councillors were putting the WODC Flytipping notice on noticeboards
c) Vaughan Lewis is in discussion with OCC about flooding in Fordwells as the result of drains being diverted to The Ridings in Leafield. It is hoped to reinstate the plan to divert the water into the field along The Ridings. It was agreed that the Council should contact Matt Timms (OCC) in support of this. Action RG
d) It was noted that the grips in Fordwells had been cleared by OCC and were working well. However, the drains in Asthal still have not been cleared causing the road to flood regularly. It was agreed that photographic evidence would be sent to OCC. Action CA
e) Steve Tomalin had raised a concern about rights of way being clearly marked to ensure they were not lost. LH had referred him to Open Spaces. AP reported that WODC had a database of all rights of way. RG has maps provided by OCC in 2006
f) The Council approved RG changing the signatories on the bank account and investigating the possibility of moving to on line banking. Action RG
g) The date of the Annual Parish Meeting was queried as neither CA nor SWD could attend on the 15th May. It was agreed that dates when the hall was available would be circulated by email and a suitable date chosen. Action RG
16)  DATE OF NEXT MEETING
a) Annual Parish Meeting TBC
b) Tuesday 26 May 2020 Parish Council Meeting Preceded by the Annual Council Meeting at 7pm

