ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD 
Via Zoom

TUESDAY 25TH August 2020 AT 7.30pm

MINUTES
Present: Lynne Hughson Chairman (LH), Christopher Allen Vice Chairman (CA), Edward Walker (EW), Sue Wingfield Digby (SWD), Nicholas Field Johnson (NFJ), Alex Postan (AP) and Rita Gunn Clerk (RG)
1. MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council on 26th May 2020 were approved and signed 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Toby Train (TT)
At the request of NFJ and with the agreement of LH item 12 was brought forward.

OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

a) The banning of HGVs from Burford is now live and the results so far are very positive.
b) Thames Water continues to dump sewage into the Windrush. A motion will be put to OCC in September to ask the Secretary of State to take action against Thames Water. In addition to Robert Court, other Cotswold MPs are being lobbied to support action.

c) Potholes. Much work has been done during lockdown and many local roads have been improved. Roads from Fordwells to Asthall Leigh and Swinbrook are still bad despite many reports to Fix my Street by LH. NFJ agreed to pursue with OCC. Action NFJ
d) Wychwood Grange. NFJ reported some twenty young people had been walking noisily through Asthall Leigh, apparently from Wychwood Grange. LH asked for more details to keep the planning authority updated. The police have been contacted on several occasions about the number of vehicles/people present but have not attended. The owner claims to ask if they are all the same family. NFJ said he would provide the name of a Witney police inspector to contact. Action NFJ
e) NFJ was thanked for his help in getting the drains in Asthall cleared. The job was done thoroughly, with roots removed. White lining is now required on the junction on the bend leading up the hill.

f) A resident has asked if it is possible to put an ASTHALL sign coming down the hill to warn people to slow down since his driveway is a concealed entrance and traffic can travel very quickly on the hill. NFJ kindly said that he would speak to James Wright at OCC to see what the best solution would be. Action NFJ
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were none

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) Parking in Asthall. Still difficult especially with the new Eat Out initiative. The Maytime staff do seem to be directing people to the Avenue. Keep monitoring. 
b) Drain clearing in Asthall. Drains now cleared
c) Speeding through the villages- Village sign for Asthall. It was felt to be very good that NFJ is approaching James Wright for Advice
d) Allotments and Wychwood project. LH has not heard back from Wychwood Project. Steve Tomlin is clearing the boundary and Richard Murray is being kept informed of progress.
e) Notice Boards. Steve Tomlin to be asked to check the Field Assarts notice board. Action RG
f) Replacement benches. Steve Tomlin to be asked to replace the bench in Field Assarts. Action RG
g) Pollution of the Windrush. Robert Court replied to the letter from LH by return. LH happy to write to George Eustice to maintain pressure. SWD raised the question of whether bathers should be warned of the water quality, which would be the responsibility of the Environment Agency. It was felt that this should be included in the letter. Action LH
h) Fordwells trough. This has been repaired and is holding water bur there is still a leak at the base. Guy Buxton to be approached to fix it. Action LH
i) Wychwood Grange. The police response on the Covid line has been disappointing. The name of a local police inspector, to be kindly provided by NFJ would be useful. The planners are looking at it and have issued a planning contravention notice, which will hopefully be followed up by the Enforcement officer. It might be helpful if other residents phoned in.
5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Details of who to contact for access to the Zoom meeting were published on all notices but there was no participation.
6. PLANNING MATTERS
20/01112/HHD Orchard House, Asthal.  Erection of detached timber framed outbuilding. Approved
20/01819/FUL The Bungalow, Worsham. Demolish and replace the bungalow and garage with two storey house and new garage. Under consideration
No objections were raised

7. HIGHWAYS
a) Winter salt. It was agreed to order the free salt as before and ask for the existing salt bins to be filled up. Action RG
It was also agreed that a further salt bin should be purchased for Asthall to be sited on the corner by the church. Action RG
8. LOCAL MATTERS

a) Planned power cuts. LH has still not received a schedule from SSEB and will chase. Action LH
9. FINANCE
a) The Annual Return of Accounts for 2019-20. The internally audited accounts were approved by the council. The Annual Governance Statement 2019-2020 and the Accounting Statements were approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman. The Notice of Public Rights will be posted on the website on 26/08/2020 together with all other documentation required by the Accounts and Audit regulations.
b) To review risk management. The public liability risks to the Council were discussed with respect to the safe installation of noticeboards, in particular the one in Field Assarts. It was agreed that Steve Tomlin would be asked to check it. Similarly, the state of the benches in Asthall Leigh and overlooking Asthall should be checked. Both are in need of protective timber treatment. Action RG
It was thought advisable to erect a notice by the entrance to the Asthall Leigh allotments when the boundary has been cleared prohibiting entry since access is currently unsafe.
c) To review the competence of the Internal Auditor. Sue Meech is a highly qualified and competent accountant with no direct link to the Council other than living locally, though not in the Parish. The Council are satisfied that she is methodical and rigorous in her approach, at all times
d) The Council approved payment to Rita Gunn for her personal electronic payment of:
BHIB Insurance
£338.64
Payment approved Meeting 26/5/20

Parish Council Websites
£130.00
Payment approved Meeting 26/5/20

WEL Medical
£86,22
Payment approved by email 15/6/20
Total payed
£554.86
It was agreed that the Council should move to on-line banking. RG will pursue this with Lloyds. Action RG
10.
THAMES VALLEY POLICE

Only email communications concerning travellers. LH commented that the information circulated about securing land in this context was very useful and she had passed it on to the ALMH committee.
11. RAF BRIZE NORTON
RAF Brize Norton are applying to CAA to amend their airspace. CA did not think there would be a significant impact on the Parish

12.
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (OCC) see earlier
13. WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (WODC)
a) There is a leadership change since the elected leader has move to Bristol. A new leader will be elected over the next two weeks and ratified by the Council in October

b) The question of a Unitary Authority has resurfaced. AP will keep the Council informed of Consultations as the arise.

c) AP commended NFJ on his work on the quality of our rivers

14.
INFORMATION AVAILABLE


None
15.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
CA reported that there was a tree across the river at Asthall Bridge. It was agreed that responsibility lay with Rosie Pearson, as landowner. It was agreed that an email would be sent to her asking if she could remedy the situation. Action RG
16.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be 17th November 2020
