
 ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD AT 

THE ASTHALL LEIGH MEMORIAL HALL
 TUESDAY 16th MAY 2017 AT 7.30pm

MINUTES

Present: Peter Kendall Chairman (PK), Lynne Hughson Vice Chairman (LH), Hugo Coddrington (HC) (part meeting), Christopher Allen (CA), Alex Postan WODC (AP) (part meeting), Nicholas Field-Johnson OCC (NFJ)(part meeting) and Rita Gunn Clerk (RG)
a) MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council on 9 February 2017 were approved.

b) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Edward Walker

Agenda item k) was brought forward with the agreement of the council

OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

After the recent elections half the council are new and committees are currently being formed. 

The Unitary proposal is with the minister but seems unlikely to be accepted. Two local MPs are against the proposal.
NFJ urged the use of the website Fix my Street to report potholes. LH reported that she had a disappointing experience of the site but would persevere. Paul Wilson at Highways was the person to contact directly.

NFJ is encouraging OCC to look at a blanket speed limit for all the villages. LH reported the request for a 20mph speed limit through Fordwells from a resident. There is currently no limit.
The post box (stolen from Asthall Leigh) is to be replaced by an old one and it has been suggested that a replacement could be funded by donations from residents.
NFJ is supporting Robert Courts who is seeking Central Government funding (through a petition) to improve the A40, particularly with the building plans for Eynsham.

The subject of affordable housing was raised since planning often allowed extensions which moved properties out of this price range. NFJ commented that the sale of two council houses in Swinbrook could potentially fund 6 affordable houses elsewhere in the county.

NFJ reported that he was approaching local businesses to sponsor bus services in rural areas.

CA asked if NFJ could seek information from Paul Wilson about possible dates for work to take place in the Avenue, Asthal
c) DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Peter Kendall declared an interest in the planning application for the Land south of the Old Pen Cottage, Field Assarts
d) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) Parking in Asthal. This is ongoing. CA to contact Paul Wilson re progress
b) Allotments and Land Registry. RG and LH to progress
c) Notice Boards. These are finished PK to collect and request an invoice. 
d) Website. Current hosting gives backup facilities and will be continued next year
e) Defibrillators. These are now installed and functional. Training has taken place in both Asthal and Asthall Leigh. CA reported that he had visited JSP with Ken Betteridge and they seem happy to develop a protocol which would allow public access to the two defibrillators they have on site. CA to progress. CA to also ask JSP about a replacement noticeboard, since the Parish board was removed during building works.
f) Replacement bench. PK to progress
e) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was none.
f) PLANNING MATTERS
a) 16/04049/FUL and 16/04050/LBC Asthal Manor, Asthal. Conversion and refurbishment of existing battery house to workshop, studio and storage space. Approved
b) 17/00249/HHD  Grooms Cottage Asthal.  Erection of two storey and single storey rear extensions together with new entrance porches and rooflights.  Under consideration

c) 17/01055/HHD  The Hirsell, Field Assarts. Construction of an Oak Framed Garage With Office / Storage Above.  Awaiting decision
d) 17/01301/FUL  Land South Of The Old Pen Cottage, Field Assarts Change of use of land from agricultural to equestrian use.  Awaiting decision
PK reported that there was some concern about increased traffic but was assured by the owner that the plan was to have one person keeping horses there with no anticipated increase in traffic
e) 17/01277/HHD  1 Swan Cottages, Asthall Leigh Erection of an annexe (Retrospective)  Under consideration
There was concern that planning was not sought before the erection of the annexe. RG to establish from WODC the regulations concerning granny annexes. 
f) 17/01254/HHD  Pinnocks Farm, Asthall Leigh. Erection of a detached timber garden room/office. Under consideration
g) HIGHWAYS
a) Speed limit through Fordwells. Dealt with under OCC
b) Potholes. Dealt with under OCC
h) FINANCE
a) The following payments were approved:
OALC Subscription



£133.07
  
Parish Council Websites


£120.00
Approval was given for payment of the annual insurance subject to a comparison with a quotation from Zurich

AON Insurance renewal


£364.01

b) Support for The Villager. It was agreed that the £50 donation should be given annually
c) The Annual Return of Accounts  The accounts for the year 2016-7 were presented but they have not yet been internally audited. The audited accounts will be presented at a brief extraordinary meeting, to be decided.
i) THAMES VALLEY POLICE
It was felt that it would be good to have a police representative at a council meeting to discuss speed limit through Fordwells, linked to a blanket village speed limit. RG to progress
j) RAF Brize Norton

The liaison meeting will be on 17th May. PK to attend
k) OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (OCC)
See earlier
l) WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (WODC)
AP explained that he was setting up a ‘surgery’ email: cllr.postan@gmail.com where he can be contacted about any issues.
WODC are still committed to delivering High speed broadband and have now contracted Gigaclear to provide it. Work should be starting by the end of the year.

The future of the rural economy depends upon transport. WODC were looking at providing multiple  vehicle charging points, were supporting A40 improvements and were looking at a possible rail link from Brize Norton, through Witney and Eynsham to Long Hanborough. Councillors felt that a rail link would be a desirable move.

AP agreed to assist the council in looking in to the development of a neighbourhood plan.

m) INFORMATION AVAILABLE

Copies of Clerks and Councils Direct are available
n) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
a) Theft of post box in Asthall Leigh. Discussed earlier
o) DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Dates for next year’s parish meetings are as follows:



7.30pm
Tuesday 5th September 2017



7.30pm
Tuesday 7th November 2017



7.30pm
Tuesday 13th February 2018
All to be held in the Maytime, Asthal
Annual General Meeting

7.00pm
Tuesday 8th May 2018 followed by the Parish Council Meeting
7.30pm
Tuesday 8th May 2018

To be held at Asthall Leigh Memorial Hall.


