ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL MEETING OF ASTHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD 
Via Zoom

 TUESDAY 4th MAY 2021 AT 7.00pm
MINUTES
Present: Lynne Hughson Chairman (LH), Christopher Allen Vice-chairman (CA), Edward Walker (EW), Sue Wingfield Digby (SWD, Nicholas Field-Johnson (NFJ) and Rita Gunn Clerk
1. MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council on Tuesday 21 May 2019 were approved
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Alex Postan.

3. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Lynne Hughson was proposed by CA and seconded by SWD. Proposal carried.

4. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
Christopher Allen was proposed by LH and seconded by EW. Proposal carried.

5. REGISTRATION OF INTERESTS
There were none.
6. CODE OF CONDUCT
Councillors were advised of the importance of keeping up to date. 
7. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

This annual report covers two years as our Annual Parish Council meeting had to be cancelled in March 2020 as a result of the first lockdown.

The last two years have challenged our community in all sorts of ways but it has been heartening to see how people have come together from clapping for careers to providing help and support in practical ways such as shopping for neighbours. It has reinforced how fortunate we are to have such committed scientific researchers and our wonderful National Health Service.

I would like to thank our Parish Clerk, Rita, for all her hard work and especially for her work in setting up the zoom meetings and keeping abreast of the changing guidance regarding Parish Council meetings during lockdown. I would also like to thank my colleagues on the Parish Council and our WODC and OCC representatives for all the work they continue to do for our parish. 

Some of the things which we hoped to action have had to be postponed because of the coronavirus restrictions but we have still managed to be very busy!

Planning The PC are asked to comment on planning applications relating to Asthall.Parish. The majority of applications are not controversial but three issues have caused problems within the last two years. After much correspondence the enforcement team at WODC took action to remove the marquee at the Windmill. We liaised with WODC enforcement team again regarding planning contravention at Fordwells Farm Barn, which resulted in a planning contravention notice being issued. The most recent planning issue has been at the barn in Field Assarts which is an item on the agenda for this evenings meeting. I would like to thank AP for all his support regarding these issues

Speeding through our villages. Although we paid for a speeding survey to be carried out in the parish in 2018 we were disappointed that, despite contacting them several times, Thames Valley Police did not feel that the issue was a priority for them. In Field Assarts villagers have met to discuss setting up a community speed watch group and are liaising with OCC regarding the installation of speed indicators in the village.

Allotments in Asthall and Asthall Leigh. Both allotments have now been registered. The allotment at Asthall is well used and CA has been busy getting quotes for repairing gates and liaising with allotment holders. As the allotments in Asthall Leigh were not used these will now be developed as a nature area. I would like to thank Lucy Stavely for donating 2 heritage apple trees and some guilder roses and wayfairing trees to this area as part of her initiative to plant 2020 trees in 2020.

Practical Issues Work has been done to repair and replace parish noticeboards, to provide salt bins, a new bench in Field Assarts, liaise with Gigaclear in the siting of boxes and connections and to ensure that they made good the verges after their installation work.

The Environment Many letters have been written to our MP and to DEFRA regarding the pollution of The Windrush by the dumping of untreated sewage by Thames Water. I would like to thank Ashley Smith for all the work WASP is doing and also to thank NFJ for his support on this issue especially the funding for test equipment. One can only hope that all the adverse publicity shames the Government into taking action and making Thames Water put water quality before profit. Flooding has affected both Asthal and Fordwells. Practical actions such as getting grips and drains cleaned are more important than ever but longer term solutions to the problem are needed and we are liaising with both OCC and WODC.

Hopefully we can look forward to better days ahead and to meeting up soon as a community at the Asthall Leigh Memorial Hall.

CA proposed a vote of thanks to LH, seconded by SWD, for all her hard work over the year.

8. OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT
NFJ’s report below was circulated in advance. He thanked the council for their support over the past four years. LH thanked NFJ for all his help with highways and particularly his support for WASP and the provision of monitoring equipment to improve the quality of the Windrush.

OCC BUDGET 2021/22

 
On 9th February, OCC approved an annual balanced budget. New investments and high levels of protection for frontline services are the chief features of the budget that Oxfordshire County Council set for 2021/22 and beyond.
A 1.99 per cent rise in basic council tax will take place from April plus an extra one per cent which would be required to be spent on adult social care under national rules, making a total of 2.99%. 

The capital programme shows that OCC is investing £1.4 billion into infrastructure across the county that will help with the planned growth to deliver much needed houses especially affordable homes so that residents can look forward to a safe and secure home to live in.

Over the coming decade OCC is investing:

£260 million in schools

£617 million in Major Infrastructure projects

£338 Million in Highways improvements

£70 million in property improvements

£9 million in vehicle and equipment replacements with a focus on our target of being Carbon neutral by 2030. It is an important target for the County Council that highlights our green credentials. OCC has already reduced its carbon emissions by 40% since 2009 as well as achieving recycling rates of almost 60%  - the best of any County Council.
An extra £400,000 is proposed for highway maintenance focused on additional resource for vegetation and drainage clearance plus supporting the roll out of a trial currently being undertaken enabling parish councils to implement 20mph schemes in their villages.
SAVING OUR WINDRUSH - RIVER TESTING EQUIPMENT NOW IN PLACE.

I am pleased to report that Burford has now installed its own river testing equipment.

This is due to all those readers who have kindly donated to the Save The Windrush Campaign.
Windrush Against Sewage Pollution (“WASP”) will manage the sophisticated testing equipment based in the Burford area, and will be responsible for the continual assessment of the river.  This equipment will allow the local community, via WASP, to trace the releases of sewage from storm drains and elsewhere into our river and provide a comprehensive picture of the scale of pollution from what is described as the routine dumping of untreated sewage in some areas. This will include measuring turbidity or murkiness of the river as well as the dissolved oxygen levels, temperature, PH, conductivity and oxidation reduction potential. These are recognised indicators of sewage pollution and as well as giving an overall running health-check, will most importantly measure changes and provide an early alert to pollution incidents to help to track them down to the source.

Thames Water continues to be criticised for its continual dumping of raw sewage into our rivers, especially for the long-term events which, when caused by groundwater infiltration (as many are) are not legally permitted. Now that we have professional testing equipment the Windrush can be monitored and excess discharges identified, effectively ensuring that there is a great deterrent to pollution from any source in place.

Ensured HGV ban in Burford was approved.

After 15 years of stalemate and with the help of the Burford Town Council, one of my first tasks was to ensure that OCC approved and implemented the HGV ban which came into place in October 2020. It is on an initial 18 month trial period which hopefully will become permanent.

HGVs have caused significant damage to buildings and the Victorian underground pipes which meant that action had to be taken. It was also seriously damaging the tourist industry in Burford.

Speeding in our Villages – 20mph is plenty campaign.

Speeding remains a major problem in our villages and I will continue to back the 20mph speed limit in our villages and have provided funding for the 20mph signage in Burford and also supported the campaign and signage for Swinbrook. 

Supported Burford School safe crossing over the A40.

I have continued to support and campaign for a safe crossing across the A40 in order to ensure that pupils from Burford School can cross the A40 safely. A new bridge would have been the preferred option but high costs led to the decision to implement a controlled crossing instead.

Active user and supporter of Fix My Street and to repair potholes.

OCC has drafted in more staff to carry out inspections and contractors Skanska are sending out more teams to carry our repairs. An additional Dragon-Patcher is now in action on the road network travelling round on an ‘inspect and fix’ basis on the rural network. There is also good news in the form of almost £1m in extra funding from the Department for Transport in recognition of damage done to the roads by bad weather. This money will be spent on road patching later this year as that will give longer lasting benefits and better value for money. Defects that make roads hazardous will be dealt with within 24 hours as usual. Remember, if a defect has paint markings around it then it has already been scheduled for repair and does not need a new report.  In the past year, OCC’s own machine, along with the shared Dragon, has fixed over 21,000 potholes. It is expected that the new one, over the next twelve months, could fill up to 14,000 more.
Continue to support local charities through my Priority Fund.

I support and fund various projects in my Division:

Carterton: Supported local bus service and two Food banks to assist residents.

Brize Norton: Supported speed limit signage and the Humble Bumble café.

Burford: Raised funds for HGV signage and 20 mph signage

Swinbrook: Provided funds for 20mph signage and also two CCTV cameras

Asthall: Provided funds for village signage.

Taynton: Provided funds for village sign.

9. WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT
None

10. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There was none.

11. LOCAL CHARITIES REPORT
EW reported that there had been no applications to the charity “Relief in Need” despite advertising in the Chronicle. It had started as a charity delivering coal at Christmas to those in need. It had limited funds suitable for providing hospital transport or similar aid. LH agreed to promote it at the next ALMH Meeting. Action: LH
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
TBA
