



   ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD 
In ASTHALL LEIGH MEMORIAL HALL
TUESDAY 10th MAY 2022 at 7.45pm
MINUTES 
Present: Lynne Hughson Chairman (LH), Edward Walker Vice-Chairman (EW), Sue Wingfield Digby (SWD), Ruth McCalman (RM), Tanya Wiseman (TW) and Rita Gunn Clerk (RG)
1. MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council on 22 February 2022 were approved
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Rosie Pearson.
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were none
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a. Flooding in Asthall and Fordwells. Asthal is likely to have problems until a holistic approach to managing the Windrush is adopted. Fordwells will continue to suffer run-off from Leafield in heavy rain as the holding ponds are unable to cope.
b. Allotments. Toby Swift has returned his contract. RG to follow up the planning issues. Action RG
c. Planning in Field Assarts. The proposed holiday let application has ben refused. Word of mouth suggests that the owner may now sell the barn and land with planning consent for a commercial venture which would need no further planning consent.
d. Pollution of the Windrush. The Windrush continues to be very cloudy and WASP continue their monitoring of it. Sadly Robert Courts is not proactive in putting forward/supporting meaningful legislation. It was commented that where Water Companies are in breach of regulations they should be fined and there should be a more rigorous approach by planners to connecting new developments to the existing systems without increasing capacity.
e. Fordwells trough. Ongoing
f. Wychwood Grange. With change of district councillor it is hope to have a meeting with WODC planning about enforcement. Action LH
g. Verges in Field Assarts. The new owners have removed the shrubs.
h. Defibrillator training. Training booked for Friday 13th May and residents alerted by email.
i. Litter picking. Asthall Leigh day very successful and WODC were very efficient in collecting the rubbish. It was agreed to wait until autumn for the next one as verges are too high.
j. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The Parish event will take place on Thursday 2nd June. Starting at 6.30 at the Maytime who will be selling ‘finger-style food’. There will be a cake competition and Sylvia Demery will be asked to judge. Cake will then be served as ‘pudding’. RM has acquired some jubilee stamps which could be used on serviettes for the cake. RM will produce a flier of events in collaboration with ALMH. A beacon will be lit at 9.45pm in the field at the top of Ninety-cut Hill, with kind permission of the landowner, to link with all the other beacons. JSP have offered pallets and Simon Gibbs has offered some timber. TW has access to some brush wood. EW has a fork lift truck to help assemble the beacon and stakes and flexi netting to keep people away from the fire. There is a water trough in the field and RM will provide fire blanket and extinguisher. Police and Fire brigade to be advised. Marshalls will be required to ensure people do not get too close and to ensure that the fire is out at the end. Action RM
It was agreed to ask ALMH if we could plant a Jubilee tree in their garden and seek advice from Wychwood project about type of tree. Action LH
k. Broken bolard in Asthall. This has been repaired.
l. New parish representative for RAF Brize Norton. It was agreed that communication would revert back to the clerk. Action RG
m. Worsham turn. The flooding has been reported on Fix my Street and has been passed to the Highways and Drainage team.
n. Worsham Quarry (see under planning). The Gun Club has written to the applicant stating that they wish to withdraw from the agreement. The applicant is trying to negotiate with them but they seem to be firm in their decision. There may be a need for additional legal support. The Planning meeting is scheduled for early June and is open to the public but anyone wishing to speak must register on line with OCC.
o. Stiles on right of way. The stiles have been replaced with ‘kissing’ gates. A query has been raised about authorisation for the second one since originally it was a gap and we await further information.
p. Town and Country Planning Association. Not appropriate for this parish.
q. Dog waste bins. Awaiting information from WODC.
r. Parish Meeting. Quite low turn out but a good occasion.
s. Operation London Bridge. Information will be emailed. Action RG
t. Standing Orders. New copies will be circulated. Action RG
u. Bank signatories. Ongoing
5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

To adjourn the meeting to enable any members of the public who are present to ask questions of the Council in accordance with Standing Order no. 10. 

6. PLANNING MATTERS
a) MW.0150/21 Transportation of soil to Disused Quarry, Worsham Lane Asthall Leigh. Under consideration. Discussed under Matters arising.
b) 22/00182/HHD Cooks Cottage Asthall. Demolition of existing ground floor toilet and bathroom. Erection of single storey rear and side extension. Replacement of all existing windows and doors, installation of three dormer windows to north and south elevations. Internal alterations and renovation throughout. Installation of a new driveway gate, raise the height of the South & East garden boundary walls. Demolition and erection of driveway garage / outbuilding. Approved
c) 22/00207/FUL The Bungalow Worsham.  Replacement dwelling. Approved
d) 22/00112/FUL Land and Barn south-east of Home Farm Field Assarts. Conversion of existing agricultural building into holiday lets, erection of stables and store buildings, the formation of an arena and the change of use of land from agricultural to equestrian together with associated works and alterations to existing vehicular access. Refused
7. HIGHWAYS
8 FINANCE
a) The following payments were approved
OALC Subscription
£150.00 
approved by email 1/3/22
  
Parish Council Websites
£145.00
approved by email 1/3/22

Steve Tomlin (repair to bollard)
£73.05
approved by email 1/3/22


Rental for ALMH
£45.00
approved by email 9/3/22

Insurance renewal
£377.89



Parish Meeting costs ALMH 
£56.50
RG to be reimbursed for payment
The Insurance renewal was checked for adequate cover of assets as well as mandatory cover.

b) VAT return. A return of £407.44 was received on 1st April 2021 and a further claim will be made this year.
c) The Annual Return of Accounts 2021-2022 was presented. The accounts together with the Parish Cash Book had been circulated to the Council prior to the meeting 
i) The submission of the Certificate of Exemption was approved and signed by the Chairman
ii) The Annual Internal Audit Report was noted
iii) The Annual Governance Statement was completed and signed by the Chairman
iv) The certified accounts and the Accounting Statements were approved and signed by the Chairman


9
THAMES VALLEY POLICE

Nothing
10
RAF Brize Norton


RG to notify Brize Norton of the resignation of CA. Action RG
11
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (OCC)

Nothing.
12
WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (WODC)

Nothing
13
INFORMATION AVAILABLE

Nothing
14
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

i)
 Diversion signs in Field Assarts have not been removed. TW to contact OCC. Action TW
ii) There was a report of some chickens wandering in Asthall Leigh. Owner was unknown.

15
DATES FOR COMING YEAR
To be circulated. Action RG

